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My background
● Anti-human trafficking and 

exploitation (for a charity, as well as 
in a PhD at the University of 
Edinburgh) 

● Transitioned to migration sector 
after concluding that my previous 
work was actually perpetuating 
exploitation in the long-term, rather 
changing it 



Who are we and what do we do? 
● MRN builds alliances with individuals and organisations so that migrants 

are properly represented at all levels of society.

● We work with and for migrant communities to influence stakeholders and 
effect structural change to achieve justice and equality for migrants. MRN 
recognises that achieving justice for ALL migrants strengthens society as a 
whole.



Current campaign: International students
● In June this year, MRN worked jointly 

with Unis Resist Border Controls and 
surveyed Tier 4 international 
students to get a better perspective 
on the impacts of COVID-19

● Precarity of the threat of visa 
curtailment 

● Wrote to the Home Secretary and 
the Minister of State for Universities 



Context: International students

● Campaign has its historical 
base as being an effect of 
the ‘hostile environment 
policy’ 

● Universities as border 
guards



Future: International students

● We recently provided briefings to MPs for a debate on No Recourse to 
Public Funds (NRPF), which all international students are subjected to

● We are intending to pursue strategic litigation on this issue 

● We would love volunteer support in research on policy reform routes 
that MRN could pursue, advocacy support, speaking with MPs...



Current campaign: Asylum evictions

● In November, MRN wrote a 
joint letter alongside Asylum 
Matters and NACCOM to 
highlight the issue of 
evicting refused people 
seeking asylum during the 
pandemic 

● Signed by JCWI & 226 other 
migrants-rights 
organisations 



Context: Asylum evictions

● Campaign is grounded in a longer-term effort to end No Recourse to 
Public Funds (NRPF) 

● Latest Home Office figures show that 45% of asylum appeals are 
allowed

● Part of a wider effort to push for asylum system reform 



Future: Asylum evictions

● We recently provided briefings to MPs for a debate on NRPF that 
included data on the impact of NRPF on people seeking asylum 

● We are interested in volunteer support in identifying policy 
intervention points related to changes to the asylum system (research, 
advocacy, etc.) 

● Interested in volunteer support in building back a previous campaign 
‘No Human is Illegal’ 



Other opportunities to highlight

● Challenging Raids Lawyers’ 
Network (quarterly meetings, 
research support, etc.) 

● ‘Highly skilled’ migrant group 

● NRPF 

● Migrant leaders programme



All ideas welcome!

● We are keen to work alongside you to develop a small initiative, that we 
could build upon long-term, based on your research interests or 
passions

● Send a short proposal or email to arrange a call to discuss what you 
could get involved with at the clinic next term

● My email: m.babjak@migrantsrights.org.uk 

mailto:m.babjak@migrantsrights.org.uk

