
 

 
  
8th June 2018 
  
Windrush Compensation Scheme Team  
Home Office  
2nd Floor Peel  
2 Marsham Street  
London SW1P 4DF 
 
Windrushcompensation@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
Re: Call for Evidence for Windrush Compensation Scheme 
 
The Migrants Rights Network (MRN) is a national charity dedicated to advocating for             
a fair, humane and just immigration system. Our work focuses, essentially upon three             
areas, rights, relationships (defined as engagement, partnership and collaborative         
working) and regionalisation. MRN also provides the secretariat for the APPG on            
Migration. 
 
We would like to thank the Home Office for the opportunity to respond to the call for                 
evidence for the development of a Windrush Compensation Scheme. We have a            
number of points we would like to address in this initial response: 
 
1.      Structure of the Call for Evidence 
 
We have  concerns about the structure of the call for evidence.  
We would stress from the outset that our concerns should not detract from the              
distribution of compensation on a case by case basis, but we are concerned that any               
scheme developed should be responsive to further evidence as matters become           
clear. 
 
In this respect we would ask Government to consider leaving the call for evidence              
open until the end of August, which would be consistent and compliant with the              
standard twelve week offered to consultations in the Government’s own Consultation           
Guidance Principles, which state that ‘Consultations should last for a proportionate           
amount of time’. 
 
In the absence of legal aid for immigration matters, (and cuts to key advice and               
support agencies), we believe that a longer period of engagement with those affected             
is justified, in order for them to gather advice, and assistance in responding to the call                
for evidence.  
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Any personal or individual information provided in the call for evidence should            
also not be used or cross referenced for either immigration enforcement           
purposes or future individual claims. 
  
We note that the accompanying text to the Call for Evidence states that the Home               
Office will be ‘reaching out to community groups and those who represent            
affected people’ 
 
We have also not seen any evidence of the Home Office doing this, and would ask                
for a copy of the Home Office communications plan in promoting the call for              
evidence. We would like to be reassured that there has been assertive outreach             
undertaken across the country. MRN has not for example seen any evidence of             
engagement through the regional strategic migration partnerships.  
 
2. Stakeholder engagement and definition 
The five questions as posed, (with the exception of question 5) are addressed to              
individuals, not support agencies, and as such we believe opportunities for           
engagement may have been lost. 
 
We would also ask for any further calls for evidence to include additional             
stakeholders.  
 
We believe that government should also be seeking to consider evidence from            
faith organisations (that have often provided long-term support to members of the            
Windrush generation), local councils and NHS trusts. In the case of the latter, we              
would draw your attention to cases where, individuals have been hospitalised and            
been discharged into the care of social work teams in local councils. If Government is               
serious about its investment in the Controlling Migration Fund, then we believe that             
localised parts of the public sector should be more effectively engaged in discussions             
around a call for evidence. Furthermore and crucially such bodies can help to             
substantiate and testify to the costs to individual’s health and well-being. We believe             
such agencies need to be active parties in such discussions. 
 
We would also ask Government to consider the impact on the families and relatives              
of those living with (or having to separate from) members of the Windrush generation. 
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3. Windrush Generation Individuals 
Our remaining points relate directly to the individuals from the Windrush generation            
themselves: 
i)   Compensation should be made without any restrictive clauses that prohibits 
future claims (another reason why we would call into question the validity of a  
scheme that is drawn up in such haste) 
 
ii)  Compensation should also be made available to those who have returned under 
the voluntary departure/returns programme. Whilst such individuals may have  
technically signed to confirm their decision to return was voluntary, we believe they  
have done so without the benefit of a fair assessment by the Home Office of their  
legal situation. It is clear now that in such cases individuals may well have chosen to  
stay. 
 
iii)  Compensations should be made available for (and we reserve the right to add  
further detail)  
i)    A loss of earnings 
ii)   A loss of property and possessions 
iii)  Mental and physical trauma arising from a lack of status 
iv) Future losses based on a loss of contributions for pensions, life insurance and              
other financial products 
v)   Legal costs incurred in the process of attempting to get status acknowledged 
vi)  Public and private health care charges 
 
We trust the above points will be viewed a constructive component to what we hope               
will be an ongoing debate, and we would welcome any opportunity to engage further.  
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Rita Chadha  
Interim Director 
Cc Kate Green MP – Chair of APPG on Migration  
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